


INTRODUCTION TO THE REGION
THE REGION
The natural park of Cazorla is the largest protected 
natural space in Spain. It is home to more than 1.300 
recorded species of flora, 24 of which are exclusive to 
the territory. 

This region is a safe haven for butterflies. The diversity 
of plant life and the lack of intensive agriculture has 
allowed local butterfly populations to thrive. You can 
expect to see exotic species like the scarce swallowtail 
(Iphiclides podalirius) pictured below, flying around 
freely, and you can get close enough to them to take 
pictures with your mobile phone or tablet.  

THE TOWN
Castril is famous for its historic glass making industry, 
its impressive river and the wonderful Natural Park 
of the Sierra de Castril, which borders the town. The 
pure trout-filled waters of the Rio Castril begin their 
journey high up in the natural park and are briefly 
harnessed by the town’s spectacular dam, La Presa de 
El Portillo, before being released to meander around 
the town. The river passes between two mighty 
outcrops of rock, providing a dramatic backdrop for 
the village´s famous suspended river walk, La Pasarela.

With spectacular sheer cliff faces and peaks of more 
than 2.000 metres above sea level, the Sierra de Castril 
is the perfect home for a multitude of nesting eagles 
and vultures, plus a multitude of smaller birds such 
as woodpeckers, hoopoes and owls. The wooded areas 
are mainly Portugese Oak and Maple which give way 
to spruce and pine as you climb in altitude. The entire 
region is a nature lovers dream.

THE NATURAL PARKS
Bordering the Sierra de Castril Natural Park is the more famous and 
more commonly visited Natural Park of Cazorla. Covering more 
than 200,000 hectares, this park is a haven for wildlife and a Mecca 
for nature lovers.

Visitors to the natural park of Cazorla are likely to see foxes, wild 
goats, wild boar, fallow deer, vultures, a wide variety of birds of 
prey, including royal eagles, owls and falcons and of course many 
different species of butterflies.

It is possible to drive through tracks inside the park to the source of 
the Rio Guadalquivir at 1,300 metres above sea level. Closer to home, 
the reservoir of La Bolera boasts a magnificent panoramic viewpoint, 
a lakeside restaurant and designated swimming and fishing zones. 
Here, the river Guadelentin passes through a narrow gorge, creating 
perfect conditions for canyoning. Further downstream is one of 
only two fly fishing zones in Andalucia which open 365 days a year.Painted lady (Vanessa Cardul) 
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Castril is only a 15 minute drive from the Hotel. Guests will get to 
spend a day here to sample the local market, bars and shops. There 
are also several banks and a post office if required.



HOTEL ACCOMODATION
THE HOTEL
El Geco Verde is an ecological country hotel with stunning 
views in the magical Altiplano region of Granada, Andalucia. 
The hotel is located about a 15 minute drive from the town of 
Castril. The rural location is an area of outstanding natural 
beauty, and a perfect spot for butterfly observation and 
photography. Visitors can observe many different species of 
butterfly as they enjoy a morning coffee on the terrace. Or 
guests can walk around the adjacent fields, hills and valleys, 
taking photographs observing them in their natural habitat. 

The hotel bedrooms are spacious and well appoointed, with 
each having it’s own en suite bathroom. Each room is totally 
unique. Some rooms are capable of accomodating up to 5 
people which makes it perfect for larger groups or families.

There is a library/communal area, where visitors can watch 
TV, read a book, or socialise with other members of the group. 

An outdoor splash pool overlooks the valley, perfect for 
cooling down and relaxing after a long walk.

The south eastern corner of Spain is renowned for its clear 
skies and El Geco Verde´s rural location means you get 
a superb opportunity to observe starry nights as never 
before. El Geco Verde has received the Starlight Certifica-
tion, which is only awarded to sites where conditions for 
night sky observation are considered highly favourable.



YOUR EXPERT TOUR GUIDE
BACKGROUND
Taun Richards is well known figure in the field of lepidoptery and butterfly 
conservation. He is a published author and photographer who devotes his 
time to help people appreciate the natural beauty of butterflies. Taun is 
articulate, knowledgable, and passionate about the subject, he will be on 
hand to give advice on how best to view, and photograph, the butterflies 
that you see while you are staying at the hotel.

LOCAL BUTTERFLY SPECIES 
The local area is home to hundreds of different butterfly species. All the photos below were taken around the hotel grounds 
with just a phone camera. Everyone who comes to stay here will have an opportunity to take shots like these to show their 
friends and family, a little patience is all that is required. During your stay here, Taun will take you on several walks through 
the nature reserves where you will get plenty of opportunity to see these wonderful creatures in a natural setting. This 
holiday is perfect for young children and adults, as well as amateur photographers ,or those with a keen interest in nature 
or Butterflies in particular.

Clockwise from upper left: Wall Brown (Argusvlinder, lasiommata megera) Brown Argus (Aricia agestis) Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina ) Spanish Gatekeeper (Pyronia bathsheba) Marbled White (Melanargia galathea) Escher’s 
blue (Agrodiaetus escheri ) Heath Fritallary (Heath Fritillary (Melitaea diamina ) Centre picture Scarce Swallowtail (phiclides podalirius).



THE HOLIDAY PACKAGE
WHAT’S INCLUDED
The package deal consists of a 6 night stay at the El Greco 
Verde hotel, the price includes full board. Breakfast consists 
of a selection of fresh juice, popular breakfast cereals, toast, 
a selection of quality conserves and a pot of tea or a freshly 
brewed coffee. Dinner varies according to your tastes, 
vegetarian options are available. The package price includes 
the guided tours of the local beauty spots and packed lunches 
for excursions. In addition there are two nights out at local 
restaurants and bars so people can enjoy some of the local 
culture, food and drink. 

GETTING TO THE HOTEL
Holidaymakers must make their own travel arrangements 
to fly into Alicante, Granada or Malaga airport. Travel time 
from Granada airport to the hotel is appx 90 minutes. We 
provide a free chauffeur driven collection and drop off service 
to and from the airport, or, holidaymakers can choose to rent 
a vehicle at their own expense The location of the hotel is 
remote and we recommend people hire a car if they wish to 
participate in some of the other activities that are not included 
in this package deal. 

OPTIONAL OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
While you are here you can try out some of the other local activities which are right on our doorstep, they include, Kayaking, 
Horse riding and Canyoning, there is also mountain biking, fishing, rock climbing, abseiling, and archery for people who 
are a little more adventurous. These activities are not included in the package price, but they can be booked while you are 
here and paid for on the day. Many of the outdoor activities require good weather to get the most out of them so this is 
another reason not to book activities in advance. 

The hotel is child friendly and we welcome family groups. 
The food is home cooked and we can cater for vegetarians 
The hotel has an honesty fridge where guests can help 
themselves to refreshments including soft, drinks, beer 
and wine, and charge it to their room. The hotel provides 
free high speed WIFI internet access in all rooms. The 
communal areas are open all night should guests wish to 
stay up late into the night.

BOOKING YOUR HOLIDAY
As this is only a small rural hotel spaces are limited. The average group size will be 12 although we can accomodate groups 
up to 20. The spaces are reserved on a first come, first served basis, a 10% deposit will secure your booking. The cost for 
the 6 night stay including all the extras listed above is £650.00, discounts are available for couples and families who wish ro 
share a double room. Some rooms sleep up to 5 people. The flight costs are not included in the package price, guests can fly 
to either Alicante, Granda or Malaga, where there is a collection point which will bring you to the hotel.

We are here to make sure you get the most out of your stay here. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Taun 
directly by email: nedici@btconnect.com. We look forward to welcoming you to paradise.




